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Silver Salmon Creek News
Recapping the 2018 season

From David and Joanne
Hello all former and future guests! It’s always a joy every year to recap the previous season and project 
new thoughts for 2019 and beyond. Silver Salmon Creek Lodge experienced a very busy and successful 
season, serving over 500 national and international guests in 2018. 
SSCL’s ever-changing dynamic qualities continue to unfold, with 
new ideas including possible local flight seeing tours, float plane 
trips to Dick Proenneke’s cabin on Twin Lakes, and nature treks 
exploring flora and bird-life within our 40 acres (as soon as our trail 
is finished). We also purchased a 20 acre parcel on the south side 
of Silver Salmon Creek, set in off the coast, with access at this time 
by foot or boat at high tide. This was the old Foss Sargent 
homestead, a visionary miner in the 1950’s who mined the upper 
Sargent Creek in the hopes of discovering marketable minerals. 
For the past 37 years it has been owned and used by SSCL friends 
Dan and Nancy Farrer. We have yet to decide how the property, 
complete with a large log cabin, will be used but one option is to open it to the wilderness-savvy guests 
who don’t need full service attention, to spend blocks of secluded time there, experiencing a greater 
degree of solitude. 

Our off-season is being used to relax some after such a busy season and spend time with family. Joanne’s 
father passed away Christmas Eve, an army air corp World War ll veteran and a father of 5, grandfather of 9 
and great grandfather of 10, he will be deeply missed. He grew up during the depression, then joined the 
Army Air Corp early in World War ll. He participated in the D Day invasion, Normandy and in subsequent 
battles. He was awarded multiple medals and left the service as a Captain in 1948 to start his family and 
post war life. Joanne had the opportunity in later years to accompany him to his WWll reunions and meet 
his comrades and hear their incredible stories, something she will always cherish. 

Last spring we traveled to Greece and enjoyed it immensely. We have exotic destinations still on our mind’s 
forefront and look forward to future travels. Oliver will be assisting in a Cheesman Eco-Tour venture to 
Antarctica in February, and Dorien still lives in New Zealand, but did make a 5 month visit to Alaska last 
spring and summer. Sarah and Elijah and their families continue to work and live in Soldotna. We thank all 
who made the effort to visit us at SSCL last summer, many of whom we’ll see again this summer, and we 
look forward to meeting the new faces coming our way in 2019!



Salmon Returns for Silver Salmon Creek

2018 proved to be a blockbuster year for returning Coho, or silver 
salmon. Specific data isn’t available since the park service removed their 
counter at the outlet of Silver Salmon Lakes. However, a quick anecdotal 
look at the swarming bio-mass of rose-tinged salmon on the verge of 
spawning at the lake outlet, is convincing evidence that thousands of 
salmon are present. Healthy escapement totals are the best indicators of 
future runs, and with conservation measures in place such as a lodge 
limit of 2 fish per day, use of artificial tackle only, and astute catch and 
release techniques, strong sustainable runs of returning Coho can be 
expected. Some SSCL guests come primarily for the fishing 
opportunities while others are focused more on bear behavior and photo 
opportunities, but take time to “wet a line” in August and September 
when the stream is alive with fish. At SSCL, we have both spin and fly 
rods for rent, plus an assortment of lodge-tied fly patterns that our 
guides have tested and proven effective. Our fishing guide, again Eric 
Fisher, will be in place by mid July.

When Bears are Unruly
Living with bears certainly requires a level of awareness and 
observation over time where potential damage to property can 
occur. While we try to minimize this by keeping a clean yard and 
“bear-proofing” it every evening, some impact is simply 
unavoidable. If people living in the Silver Salmon Creek area 
destroyed bears using the Alaska State justification of DOLP 
(defense of life or property), few bears would exist there. It’s almost 
always food-driven, but the edibles, despite being well hidden and 
protected, can be sensed by bears within a structure, with severe 
damage resulting. In the fall of 2016, following the season’s close, 
a mother with 2 second-year cubs impacted 11 of our cabins, 
including the Wheelhouse, Iliamna kitchen, and main lodge 
kitchen. Over a period of 2 weeks, they intermittently ripped doors, 
kitchen cabinets, and railings apart, all for very few edible rewards. 
We used aversive techniques including electric fences but with 
little effect. Repair costs were over $10,000 but, in a philosophical 
way, we attributed it to our choice to live in bear country and did 
not destroy the bears (the next spring, the two cubs were much 
better behaved). Bears are curious and material with a soft 
consistency often is “tested” so items such as garden hoses and 
ATV seats are particularly vulnerable. We choose not to keep a 
“bear dog” on the premises as this discourages their movements 
around the lodge, the very thing guests like to see (our 4 ½ lb 
morkie named Fingal doesn’t count!). Some of you may remember 
our older charter boat, the original Joanne’s Song. Flat-bottomed 
and low-sided, it was perfectly set up for bear entry at low tide, 
and we paid dearly over the years, finding cushioned seats ripped 
up, 4 inches of mud covering its floor, and luckily only once the 
motor cables chewed through. Our bear proof dumpster was a 
huge improvement for storing empty cans/bottles. A book could be 
written on SSCL bear impacts, which can be annoying, comical, & 
costly. However, we at SSCL all agree, it is a small price to pay for 
the privilege of living among these coastal bruins.

Long time returning guest, Buzz Cleveland, 
came early this year on July 21st with his 
wonderful wife Mitch to view bears, but you 
can’t keep Buzz away from the water and 
with little effort he caught the first and 
second Coho of the year. An early start for 
the season and a good sign to come for a 
great salmon run.



Pebble Mine/Johnson Tract 
Update

Nothing too new since last year to report on the 
controversial open pit mine proposal at the head 
of the Bristol Bay watershed, except that new life 
has been breathed into it through a stream-lining 
of the entire permitting process, encouraged both 
on a federal level through the EPA and Alaska 
State level. In Nov, Alaskans elected Mike 
Dunleavy as governor, a very pro-development, 
resource extraction advocate. Environmentally 
conscious Alaskans and Americans alike are 
watching closely to see what treatment the 
Pebble Partnership’s proposal will receive when it 
finally reaches the desk of the new Alaska Dept 
of Environmental Conservation commissioner. 
Also of extreme interest to us at Silver Salmon 
Creek is a proposed mine at the headwaters of 
Johnson River, where a regional native 
corporation (Cook Inlet Region, inc) owns an 
entire section (22,000 acres) of land. Under an 
agreement reached in 1975 when that land was 
selected, Ciri was guaranteed a route to tide-
water, through Lake Clark National Park for 
delivery of their ore to a port in Cook Inlet. Two 
alternatives have been suggested, i f a 
commercially viable ore is discovered. One is 
north and eastward into Tuxedni Bay, while the 
other is along the Johnson River, which 
terminates at Cook Inlet only 3 miles north of the 
lodge. Naturally, we are extremely concerned 
about the ramifications of a road and mining 
project on the sensitive ecosystem of this section 
of Lake Clark National Park.

Our Excellent Staff
The 2018 staff was made up mostly of returning employees who are 
well versed in the special needs of a remote lodge. We were thrilled 
to have Chef Andrew Maxwell and Chef Justin Mucaria return to 
team up. Andrew was our Baker in 2008 and 2009, only 22 then, 
and after a long “walk about” and much experience, returned to us 
again as our Chef. Justin has been our Chef for the past 2 years 
then returned for the latter half to team up with Andrew. Mattie 
Farrell and Fern Scholz returned to keep the premises clean and 
organized, and supporting the kitchen. Mattie left in August to 
attend college and Fern returned to Oregon. The newest members 
to our team include Rugger Reimen who had his debut at SSCL this 
year impressing us with his many talents including baking, hosting 
happy hours, and housekeeping. Karolyn Brown from Anchor Point 
joined us as housekeeper halfway through the season but 
seamlessly stepped in and did a fantastic job as if she had been 
there for years. Dave Rasmus returned for his 8th year to head our 
guiding staff, share his extensive photography skills and captain 
our boats. Megan Daniels returned for her third season (and 
recently engaged), she is spending her winters in Fairbanks 
guiding Northern Lights tourists. Jim Phillips returned for his 
second season and continues his studies and research in bear 
biology. Mark Giardano, who also doubled as an excellent 
carpenter is new to SSCL but has prior guiding experience. Eric 
Fisher, a former guest, returned to take charge of our fishing 
program with a little help from Cody VanOrden who stepped in for a 
week. Oliver Coray again wore many hats, including captain of the 
charter boats, shuttling supplies and groceries from town by plane, 
heading the maintenance department, new construction and 
overseeing the guide program. Last but not least is a man few of 
you have met, Steve Toth, who is our lifeline to town and supplies, 
running all hours of the day and night to deliver goods to planes 
and boats to keep the lodge running smoothly. We thank all of them 
and are happy to announce that almost everyone will be returning 
so we’ll be hitting 2019 clicking on “all cylinders.”



Our coastal brown bears of 2018 did not 
disappoint. No spring cubs (first year) were seen 
which is an unusual observation however, we had 
more and larger male bears than usual during the 
courtship season in June and early July, with a 
possible correlation existing between those two 
events. We had at least two sets of second year 
cubs and numerous juveniles, with our highest total 
count for one day being 16 individual bears. 
Clamming behaviors have diminished a little, a 
phenomenon also witnessed along the Katmai 
coast, and biologists are working to uncover 
reasons for that. With a robust salmon return, our 
fishing bears were rewarded, lending itself to some 
great salmon chase and catch scenes. We’re 
looking forward to a good crop of bears for 2019, 
providing the unique “habitat-accessible” 
advantage that Silver Salmon Creek has over most 
other Alaskan bear viewing areas.

We received a lot of emails and calls following the Nov 
30 Alaska earthquake and we appreciate everyone’s 
concern. Our first reaction, after learning that no 
casualties were immediately reported, was the tsunami 
warning issued for Cook Inlet . Coupled with a high tide, 
a tsunami could prove potentially devastating to Silver 
Salmon Creek Lodge, since we are situated only several 
yards above a mean high tide. But NOAA retracted the 
warning only hours after the shake, and Oliver inspected 
the premises in January and all is fine. The epicenter of 
the 7.0 quake was just north of Anchorage and 29 miles 
deep, with up to 170 aftershocks in the 4 days following 
the first shake. Infrastructure damage was widespread 
and disaster status was declared, but with the resilient 
mind-set of Alaskans and the strict building codes, 
within a few months little evidence of the quake was 
apparent.

Our outpost camp, set up 10 miles south of the 
lodge at Shelter Creek, is in its 37th season, equal 
to the lodge, with every year offering something a 
little different. This year it was the presence of 
wolves, at times being photographed in the same 
frame as a bear, that was a hallmark of the 2 weeks 
in August. Wolves are less predictable than bears, 
and often offer themselves for viewing during the 
night, but several day sightings resulted in rare, 
people/wolf encounters that thrilled the campers 
there. The Shelter Creek camp was again run by 
Daniel and Stacy, two highly competent, woods-
savvy adventurers of Swiss origin. We added a 
community heated tent plus a shower system, two 
amenities adding to guest comfort. Some guests 
prefer the solitude and wilderness value of the 
camp, while others prefer to mix a few days at the 
camp with a few at the lodge
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